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						Reservoir hydropower differs from run-of-river hydropower with respect to GHG emissions. After it is impounded, a reservoir releases GHG emissions, the emission rate diminishing gradually over the following ten years. This is why GHG emission rates are higher for reservoir hydropower than for run-of-river hydropower.
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						According to a study by CIRAIG, the greenhouse gas (GHG) emission rate of hydropower, calculated based on a life cycle assessment (LCA), is very similar to that of nuclear or wind power. However, this emission rate is much lower than that of other power generation options.
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						For this study, CIRAIG* reviewed the literature on life cycle assessments of power generation options, examining over 60 pertinent reports and articles published since 2007.The data compiled were then compared with that from Hydro-Québec’s LCA.

						*	Centre international de référence sur le cycle de vie des produits, procédés et services.
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				Hydropower has the smallest environmental impact

				Hydropower ranks number one among generation options based on the following environmental indicators. It has been also ranked as second for the resource use indicator.
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						Increase in the acid level of an ecosystem (soil, stream or air) as a result of human activities.

						Acidification stems mainly from emissions of sulphur dioxide (SO2 ) and nitrogen oxides (NOx ).
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						Enrichment of water by nutrients leading to proliferation of aquatic plants and depletion of the oxygen in the water.

						Phosphorus and nitrogen are the main nutrients responsible for eutrophication.
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						A change in climate (hotter or colder temperatures) caused by natural or human factors.

						Emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2 ), methane (CH4 ), nitrous oxide (N2O) and halocarbons are the main human factors contributing to climate change.
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						Thinning of the ozone layer in the stratosphere allowing passage of solar ultraviolet radiation that is harmful to ecosystems and human beings.

						Stratospheric ozone depletion is caused mainly by halocarbon emissions.
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						Mix of air pollutants which form a yellow fog that reduces visibility and can cause breathing problems.

						Fine particles and ozone are the two major constituents of smog.
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						Measure of the effects of certain substances on human health.

						Harmful substances in the air, drinking water or food can be inhaled, ingested or absorbed through the skin.
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						Québec’s Electricity GHG emission rate

					

				

				
					
						The electricity mix is the energy generated by all electricity generating stations in operation, including purchases from independent producers and imports from neighboring systems.

						According to the CIRAIG study, Québec’s electricity mix has the smallest climate impact.
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						Includes impacts related to the following indicators: climate change, water use, respiratory effects, carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic substances, ionizing radiation and ozone layer depletion.
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						Includes impacts related to the following indicators: climate change, water use, water and land acidification, eutrophication, ecotoxicity, land use, thermal pollution and ionizing radiation.
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						This indicator is also considered in the human health and ecosystem quality indicators.
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				The electricity distributed in Québec:

				•	80% is generated by Hydro-Québec, mainly by its hydroelectric generating stations

				•	20% is purchased from Québec independent power producers (small hydropower plants or wind, biomass or biogas power) or imported from other Canadian provinces or the U.S. Northeast.

			

		

		
			
				
					Hydroelectricity

					95.33%

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

		
			
				
					Thermal – fossil 

					Oil 0.03%

					Natural gas0.21%

					Coal0.30%

					Nuclear2.62%

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

		
			
				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

				

				
					
						Wind 0.88%

					

				

			

			
				
					
						Thermal – renewable

						Biogas 0.09%

						Biomass 0.53%

					

				

				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						[image: ]
					

					
						
							[image: ]
						

						
							[image: ]
						

					

				

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Québec Electricity, Among the Best!

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				
					

				

			

		

		
			
				
					

				

			

		

		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

		
			
				
					Download a printable PDF

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Third Party Expertise

			

		

		
			
				Mandate entrusted to CIRAIG

				Hydro-Québec asked CIRAIG, a world-renowned centre of expertise in life cycle assessments, to compare different power generation options and the electricity mixes in different parts of the world. CIRAIG based the comparison on life cycle assessments and published a report of the study in 2014 titled Comparaison des filières de production d’électricité et des bouquets d’énergie électrique  (in French only).

			

		

		
			
				Life cycle assessment

				A life cycle assessment determines and quantifies the environmental impacts of a product, process or service over its entire life cycle.
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OEBPS/script/idGeneratedScript.js
function RegisterInteractiveHandlers() {
RegisterButtonEventHandlers();
ProcessAnimations();
ProcessMedia();
}
function ProcessMedia() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenMedia");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-mediaOnPageLoadActions");
if(actions) {
var descendants = oFrame[i].getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var j = 0; j < descendants.length; j++) {
var e = descendants[j];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(e.paused) {
var selfContainerID = e.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
}
}
}
}
function ProcessAnimations() {
	var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
	for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
		var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageLoadActions");
		if(actions) {
			var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
			eval(actions);
		}
		var cn = oFrame[i].className;
		if(cn.indexOf("_idGenCurrentState") != -1) {
			var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnStateLoadActions");
			if(actions) {
				var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
				eval(actions);
			}
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOverForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
	}
	document.body.addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onPageTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
	document.body.addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onPageMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
}
function onPageTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onPageMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOverForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var animationClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(animationClassName) != -1 ) {
return;
}
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function RegisterButtonEventHandlers() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenButton");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchstart", function(event) { onTouchStart(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEnd(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mousedown", function(event) { onMouseDown(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUp(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOver(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseout", function(event) { onMouseOut(this, event) }, false);
}
}
function hasAppearance(element, appearance) {
var childArray = element.children;
for(var i=0; i< childArray.length; i++) {
var cn = childArray[i].className;
if(cn.indexOf(appearance) != -1) {
return true;
}
}
return false;
}
function isDescendantOf(child, parent) {
var current = child;
while(current) {
if(current == parent)
return true;
current = current.parentNode;
}
return false;
}
function addClass(element,classname) { 
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(classname) != -1 ) {
return;
}
if (cn != '') {
classname = ' ' + classname;
}
element.className = cn + classname;
}
function removeClass(element, classname) {
var cn = element.className;
var rxp = new RegExp("\\s?\\b" + classname + "\\b", "g");
cn = cn.replace(rxp, '');
element.className = cn;
}
function onMouseDown(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUp(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOver(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Rollover')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloveractions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOut(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloffactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchStart(element, event) {
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchEnd(element, event) {
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onHide(id) {
var element=document.getElementById(id);
handleMSOStateParentOfObject(element);
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHide');
}
function onShow(id) {
var element=document.getElementById(id);
handleMSOStateParentOfObject(element);
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateHide');
}
function handleMSOStateParentOfObject(element) {
var prev = element;
var parent = prev.parentNode;
var found;
while(parent && !found) {
var cn = parent.className;
if(cn && cn.indexOf('_idGenMSO') != -1)
found = true;
else
prev = parent;
parent = prev.parentNode;
}
if(found) {
var nextState = prev;
var mso_states = parent.children;
for (var i = 0, state; state = mso_states[i]; i++) {
var cn = state.className;
if (cn.indexOf('_idGenCurrentState') != -1 ) {
handleMediaInMSOState(state);
removeClass(state, '_idGenCurrentState');
addClass(state, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(nextState, '_idGenStateHide');
addClass(nextState, '_idGenCurrentState');
return;
}
}
}
}
function goToDestination(ref) {
window.location.href = ref;
}
function handleMediaInMSOState(element) {
/*This function is used to stop playing media present in current state when we move from current state to another state.*/
var descendants = element.getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var i = 0; i < descendants.length; i++) {
var e = descendants[i];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(!(e.paused)) {
e.currentTime = 0;
e.pause();
}
}
}
}
function playAnimatedElement(animated_element, className, hideAfterAnimating) {
removeClass(animated_element, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(animated_element, '_idGenPauseAnimation');
var cn = animated_element.className;
var previousAnimationClass = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
if ((cn.indexOf(className) == -1) && (cn.indexOf(previousAnimationClass) == -1)) {
addClass(animated_element, className);
animated_element.setAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass", className);
}
else {
removeClass(animated_element, className);
removeClass(animated_element, previousAnimationClass);
animated_element.removeEventListener("webkitAnimationEnd", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
animated_element.removeEventListener("animationend", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
setTimeout(function() {addClass(animated_element, className)}, 10);
animated_element.setAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass", className);
}
animated_element.addEventListener("webkitAnimationEnd", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
animated_element.addEventListener("animationend", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
}
function playAnimation(animation_id, className, startDelay, hideAfterAnimating) {
var animated_element = document.getElementById(animation_id);
handleMSOStateParentOfObject(animated_element);
var startClassName = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(animated_element, endClassName);
addClass(animated_element, startClassName);
setTimeout(function(){playAnimatedElement(animated_element, className, hideAfterAnimating)}, startDelay*1000);
}
function onPlayAnimationEnd(element, hideAfterAnimating, evt) {
var className = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var startClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(element, className);
removeClass(element, startClassName);
addClass(element, endClassName);
if(hideAfterAnimating)
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHide');
evt.stopPropagation();
}
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