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Message
from
Management
Fully committed to sustainable development, Hydro-Québec works tirelessly to carry
out its mission while preserving Québec’s environmental heritage for future generations. The Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement reflects the company’s desire
to improve and protect the environment by supporting community initiatives for the
restoration, long-term protection and enhancement of natural areas.
Over the past 16 years, the Foundation has granted upwards of $14 million to 256 different initiatives, generating total spinoffs of more than $46 million. The projects supported
were in all of Québec’s regions and were undertaken through the staunch dedication to
environmental protection of 140 organizations.
The 18 projects we funded in 2016 represent a total investment of $971,480 and gave
rise to local spinoffs of more than $4 million. They concern lands, forests, rivers and
wetlands in nine of Québec’s administrative regions. This report bears witness to the
energy and determination of our partner organizations, to their involvement with local
communities and their commitment to environmental accountability. We are honored
to support some of their achievements and privileged and proud to share them with
you in this report.
In 2016, the Foundation modified its funding criteria to expand eligibility to initiatives in
urban settings. Natural areas in cities are crucial to urban ecosystems and biodiversity;
they often harbor spectacular sites, as shown by the cover photo taken on the island of
Montréal. We look forward to being more involved in protecting these areas from the
various threats they currently face.
Finally, we want to express our sincere appreciation to the members of the Board and all
the Foundation’s staff and collaborators. Thanks to their passion and commitment, the
Foundation is able to achieve its goals and fulfill its mission of supporting local organizations that preserve Québec’s natural heritage.
/s/ Stella Leney
President

/s/ Carlo Gagliardi
Executive Director
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The Foundation
Mission
The Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement is a nonprofit organization whose mission
is to help Québec communities develop a sense of ownership of their environment, enjoy it
responsibly and pass on this natural heritage to future generations.

Objectives
The Foundation funds tangible initiatives in local communities across Québec, whose environmental and social benefits serve community interests. The projects it supports are the result of
collaboration at the local level and have the following aims:
• To protect, restore and enhance natural habitats
• To educate target publics about local environmental issues
These objectives go hand in hand: an environmental protection or rehabilitation project will have
no enduring effect if the people who have an impact on the site do not feel concerned. Similarly,
the message of an awareness-raising or educational activity will go unheeded if it does not give
people a way to take action.
The Foundation supports projects that are likely to have direct, positive impacts on specific natural
areas. Educational projects satisfy this criterion if they focus on changing the behavior of clearly
defined target groups with respect to the natural areas they use. Educating the public about general
environmental issues is not part of the Foundation’s mission.

Principles
• Support local initiatives that reflect the desire of local communities to steward their environment
• Focus on joint projects that have the active support of a number of partners
• Fund initiatives with positive and tangible environmental and social impacts

Conditions of participation
Within the limits of the funding allocated each year by Hydro-Québec, the following are eligible
for a grant from the Foundation:
• Projects that are in line with the Foundation’s mission, objectives and principles
• Projects submitted by municipalities, MRCs, band councils, or nonprofit organizations duly
registered in Canada and able to show that their projects are not personal or for profit but serve
community interests
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Breakdown of the Foundation’s
contributions (2001–2016) *
Basses-terres du Saint-Laurent
Appalaches
Estuaire et golfe du Saint-Laurent
Laurentides méridionales
Laurentides centrales
Hautes-terres de Mistassini
Basses-terres de l’Abitibi et de la baie James
Plateau de la Basse-Côte-Nord
Bassin de la baie d’Ungava

$6,028,488
$3,010,092
$2,227,321
$1,343,519
$1,106,002
$148,381
$115,750
$73,385
$34,300

* According to the Ecological Reference Framework of the Québec government.
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Geographical Distribution

of Projects Supported by the Foundation in 2016

Monts Sutton

Grondines swamp

Rivière Saint-Jacques
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1
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7
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18

4

13

15
17
9
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3
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Lands and Forests
1. Biodiversity trail in Les Bergeronnes
2.	
Protection and enhancement of the
Réserve naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet
3. Land acquisition in the Monts Sutton
4. Restoration of Pointe de Moisie
5.	
Protection and enhancement of the boreal
forest and coastal ecosystems along the Fleuve
Saint-Laurent: “Sentier des embruns”
6. Protection and enhancement of Parc Saint-Alphonse

Planting

7.	
Controlled access, enhancement and education
at the Réserve naturelle Alfred-Kelly
8.	
Protection and enhancement of natural coast
environments on the Îles-de-la-Madeleine

Rivers and Lakes
9. Improvement of fish access to
the Rivière Saint-Jacques floodplain

Gaspé

10. Enhancement of the Rivière Noire trail
11. Enhancement of Pointe au Maquereau

11

Wetlands
8

12. Grondines and Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade swamp:
protection, restoration and education
13. Enhancement of the Saint-Camille bog
14. “Le cœur nature de Sawyerville” project
15. Development and enhancement of the
Du Tremblay woodland – Phase II

Awareness and Education
16. Control of boating practices on Lac Vert
17. Enhancement and biodiversity
preservation in Boisés Miner
18. Enhancement of Pointe-Claire’s Terra-Cotta Natural
Park and awareness of its natural environments
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Lands and
Forests

Monts Sutton

Project

Area (ha)

Proponent

Biodiversity trail in Les Bergeronnes

21.2

Les Bergeronnes

Protection and enhancement of
the Réserve naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet

71.4

TerraVie

Land acquisition in the Monts Sutton

141334

Restoration of Pointe de Moisie

28

Protection and enhancement of the boreal
forest and coastal ecosystems along the
Fleuve Saint-Laurent: “Sentier des embruns”

140

Protection and enhancement
of Parc Saint-Alphonse

7.5

Expected
Foundation’s
Total Cost ($) Contribution ($)
118,450

86,850

66,518

33,300

2,100,000

100,000

Conseil régional de l’environnement
de la Côte-Nord

275,419

125,000

Centre d’expérimentation et de
développement en forêt boréale

128,987

42,400

66,710

45,000

Nature Conservancy of Canada

Thetford Mines

Controlled access, enhancement
and education at the Réserve
naturelle Alfred-Kelly

606

Nature Conservancy of Canada

157,922

70,000

Protection and enhancement of
natural coast environments on
the Îles-de-la-Madeleine

10.6

Attention FragÎles

195,156

25,000

3,109,162

527,550

TOTAL

1,239.3 *

{Cellule vide.}

*	Includes forests or lands affected by the Sawyerville project (12.7 ha) in the Wetlands class and the Saint-Agapit (2.9 ha) and Pointe au Maquereau (5 ha) projects in the Rivers and Lakes class.
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Biodiversity trail in Les Bergeronnes

Biodiversity trail in Les Bergeronnes

Land acquisition in the Monts Sutton

Bordering the Saguenay–St. Lawrence Marine Park, the municipality of Les Bergeronnes is surrounded by an extraordinary
natural environment. In recent decades, the area has become
a popular ecotourism destination, attracting a growing number of visitors, including whale watchers and birders.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) is the leading private land conservation organization in Québec and Canada,
focusing on sites with outstanding biodiversity. The organization owns the largest private conservation area in Québec, the
Réserve naturelle des Montagnes-Vertes (Green Mountains
Nature Reserve), in the Monts Sutton area of the Estrie region.

However, there are few public access points along the Fleuve
Saint-Laurent (St. Lawrence River). As a result, the area at the
mouth of the Rivière des Grandes Bergeronnes was in jeopardy of being damaged by too much human activity. The
municipality therefore decided to control access to this biologically diverse area and protect the habitats found there.
The project, which enjoys the support of a number of local
organizations, included the construction of a three-loop trail
and two observation platforms to channel visitor traffic. Two
barriers also prevent motor vehicle access to the site. In addition, five interpretation panels and a brochure containing a
trail map will educate visitors about the site’s rich natural
heritage and encourage them to treat the area with respect.

Protection and enhancement of
the Réserve naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet

For over 15 years, the Foundation has supported the NC C’s
efforts to protect this unique territory. In 2016, with the
help of the Foundation and many other partners, the NC C
purchased property covering 3.3 square kilometres at the
edge of the nature reserve, adding to the approximately
70 square kilometres already protected.
Located in the mountain forest of the Green Mountains, the
new property contains 18 clear streams suitable for spring
salamander, a good forest habitat for large home range
mammals and an exceptional forest ecosystem (E F E) covering 22 hectares. The acquisition will help preserve the area’s
rich biodiversity and ensure the long-term conservation
of the existing network of trails, in addition to protecting
the gateway to the Réserve naturelle des Montagne-Vertes
in Sutton.

TerraVie, a charity and land conservancy, has been active
in the village of Montcalm (Laurentides region) since 2003.
In 2006, TerraVie acquired a 112-hectare property, a large
part of which (71 hectares) is now the Lac-du-Brochet
nature reserve.
In an area seriously affected by urban sprawl and a growing number of scattered cottages, the Lac du Brochet area
encompasses rare environments that have preserved their
natural features, including shorelines in good condition,
trees over 100 years old, and the presence of wood turtles
and pickerel frogs. Located near Montcalm, the property
owned by TerraVie has long been subjected to uncontrolled public use. The Foundation’s funding will enable
the organization to develop interpretation trails, reception
facilities, rest and observation areas,
appropriate signage and educational
programs and materials.
Réserve naturelle des Montagnes-Vertes

Réserve naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet

ANNUAL REPORT 2016 – FONDATION HYDRO-QUÉBEC POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT

7

Lands and
Forests

Restoration of Pointe de Moisie
Located at the mouth of the Rivière Moisie, Pointe de Moisie
is one of the most popular natural areas in the Côte-Nord
region. It is a remarkable ecological site, home to a diversity
of habitats and bird species, including some at-risk species.
Since the area is used for a variety of recreational activities,
land use and ATV traffic have created an extensive network
of random trails over the years, jeopardizing the sandspit,
degrading habitats and disturbing wildlife. Vehicle traffic on
the beaches also disrupts capelin breeding and destroys the
sea lymegrass cover, which is used as nesting habitat by the
Savannah sparrow and a colony of about 200 common terns.
The Conseil régional de l’environnement de la Côte-Nord has
undertaken to rehabilitate this natural site, with a focus on
restoring the sandspit’s plant cover, minimizing off-road ATV
traffic and reducing trampling and wildlife disturbance. Active
in the region for over 20 years, the Conseil is also endeavoring
to educate and mobilize residents and local users to ensure
the long-term protection of this fragile environment.

Protection and enhancement of
the boreal forest and coastal ecosystems
along the Fleuve Saint-Laurent:
“Sentier des embruns”
Born out of Baie-Comeau’s participatory sustainable development process (Ma Ville Ma Voix), the “sentier des embruns”
(sea spray trail) is an ambitious five-year project to build a
20-km-long coastal trail. A master plan for the project was
prepared in 2014 and the following year, the Centre d’expérimentation et de développement en forêt boréale—
affiliated with the Cégep de Baie-Comeau—was given the
mandate to implement it.
The overall project will enhance part of the Rivière Manicouagan and Fleuve Saint-Laurent shorelines and provide observation areas that respect the adjacent natural
environments.
The Foundation’s contribution funded work on a municipal property harboring wetlands and salt marshes that are
sensitive to trampling and where uncontrolled ATV access
was particularly troublesome. Visitor traffic will be managed
with 8.7 k m of marked trails and interpretation panels, and
a variety of wildlife habitat enhancement projects will be
carried out.

Protection and enhancement
of Parc Saint-Alphonse
In response to the difficult economy in the last decade, the
city of Thetford Mines is reorienting its environmental and
social vocation and working with various organizations to
resolve the challenges it faces. In 2016, the city requested
the Foundation’s support for a project to enhance a 12-ha
area within city limits. The park is close to an elementary
school, high school, daycare centres and seniors’ centres.
It features a diversity of natural environments, including an
8-ha mature forest of majestic white pines, a rocky promontory and two wetlands.

Pointe de Moisie

Unfortunately, the impacts of frequent, uncontrolled use
of the site included litter, fires, vandalism and a growing
number of unofficial trails. To preserve the woodland, the
city plans to build an official trail to channel visitor traffic
and install interpretation panels to educate users on the
importance of the ecosystems around them, with a view to
reducing irresponsible behavior.

Parc Saint-Alphonse, Thetford Mines
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Fleuve Saint-Laurent, Baie-Comeau

Réserve naturelle Alfred-Kelly

Access path, Îles-de-la-Madeleine

Controlled access, enhancement
and education at the Réserve naturelle
Alfred-Kelly

Protection and enhancement
of natural coast environments
on the Îles-de-la-Madeleine

The Prévost, Piedmont and Saint-Hippolyte escarpments in
the Basses-Laurentides region harbor a variety of plant and
bird species, including 22 of the 27 raptor species found in
Québec. Their proximity to Greater Montréal makes these
rock outcroppings very popular with outdoor enthusiasts
and they are threatened by abusive, uncontrolled use. The
Nature Conservancy of Canada owns the Réserve naturelle
Alfred-Kelly (Alfred-Kelly Nature Reserve), which encompasses the main escarpments of Piedmont and Prévost,
and has created a 5-year (2016–2021) master plan outlining
43 initiatives to ensure cohesive, careful management of
the reserve.

Beautiful landscapes and 300 kilometres of coastal beaches
have brought international renown to the Îles-de-laMadeleine archipelago. Since 1988, Attention FragÎles has
been working to protect the islands’ natural environments
and biodiversity.

The plan’s priorities are to channel visitor traffic and reduce
the impacts of frequent use, including trail erosion and habitat deterioration. With the Foundation’s funding, the trail
network will be enhanced and a brochure and educational
program will be created that describe the specific ecosystems found in the area. These measures will give visitors
a greater appreciation of the site’s unique ecological characteristics and encourage them to do their part to protect it.

The Îles-de-la-Madeleine coast features a rich diversity of
habitats, including sand dunes, red sandstone cliffs, lagoons,
saline prairies, marshes and freshwater, brackish and saltwater
ponds. However, repeated use of these fragile environments
for numerous recreational, tourism and commercial activities
has put them at risk.
To control visitor traffic and mitigate the negative environmental impacts of human use, Attention FragÎles launched a
project to enhance the public infrastructure providing access
to coastal sites. The project focuses on recycling and reuse
of materials, architectural integration into the landscape
and adaptation of facilities based on up-to-date knowledge
about coastal environment dynamics.

ANNUAL REPORT 2016 – FONDATION HYDRO-QUÉBEC POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT

9

Rivers and
Lakes

Lac de l’Anse aux Crapauds,
Pointe au Maquereau

Project

Proponent

Improvement of fish access to
the Rivière Saint-Jacques floodplain

1 river

Accès Fleuve/Comité ZIP Ville-Marie

Enhancement of the Rivière Noire trail

1 river

Enhancement of Pointe au Maquereau

1 stream

TOTAL

10

Number of
Rivers and Lakes

3 rivers
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Expected
Foundation’s
Total Cost ($) Contribution ($)
162,000

25,000

Saint-Agapit

48,548

37,500

Conseil régional de l’environnement
de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine

93,010

38,000

303,558

100,500

{Cellule vide.}

Trail, Saint-Agapit

Rivière Saint-Jacques

Improvement of fish access to
the Rivière Saint-Jacques floodplain
Located in the Montérégie region, the Rivière SaintJacques—a tributary of the Fleuve Saint-Laurent (St. Lawrence River)—is one of the rare natural rivers in Greater
Montréal. Aware of the importance of this tributary in
the overall Fleuve Saint-Laurent ecosystem, local organizations collaborated on development of a regional park
in 2002 to protect and sustainably enhance the river. The
park was declared an “aquatic conservation zone” by the
city of Brossard.
The mission of Accès Fleuve/Comité Z I P Ville-Marie is to
restore public access to the Fleuve Saint-Laurent in Greater
Montréal and to improve the river’s water quality. With
funding from the Foundation, the organization was able to
recreate wetlands and aquatic habitats that had once been
common along the Rivière Saint-Jacques but disappeared
when the St. Lawrence Seaway was created. The group built
two semi-circular canals connected to the main riverbed of
the Saint-Jacques to improve fish access to the floodplain
and create a new spawning area.

Enhancement of the Rivière Noire trail
With about 60% of its area used for agricultural purposes,
the Rivière Noire’s watershed, in the Chaudière-Appalaches
region, has few riparian and forest habitats, and public
access points for these natural environments are rare.
Saint-Agapit, a farming community of 4,200 inhabitants not
far from the city of Québec, owns a 22-ha property along
the Rivière Noire, near residential neighborhoods. The proj
ect, backed by the citizens’ recreation committee, will serve
to enhance and provide public access to this property,
which is one of the few natural sites in the region. To foster
a greater appreciation of the site’s ecological characteristics
and prevent damage by users, a variety of educational tools
will be created (posters, signs and interpretation panels)
and some basic infrastructure was added (new trail, boardwalks, shelters and rest areas). In addition, nearly 1,000 trees
were planted along the southern part of the new trail by
local children.

Enhancement of Pointe au Maquereau
Pointe au Maquereau in Chandler is one of the rare public
lands on the southern coast of the Gaspé Peninsula. It features a wide diversity of ecosystems and is home to some
at-risk species, such as the American eel, Barrow’s goldeneye
and the bald eagle. The area has always been used by local
residents and tourists to access the seashore and uncontrolled activities have contributed to deterioration of the
natural environment. The Conseil régional de l’environnement de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine undertook
a project to address this issue.
With funding from the Foundation, the Conseil built trails
and access paths designed to steer visitor traffic away from
sensitive areas. It will install interpretation panels with
information on the site’s ecological bounty. The project’s
objective is to improve access to this exceptional site while
reducing human impact on it by raising awareness of the
biological diversity and fragility of its ecosystems.

Semipalmated plover, Pointe au Maquereau
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Wetlands

Aerial view of
mudflats, Grondines

Project

Area (ha)

Grondines and Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade
swamp: protection, restoration and education

7

Enhancement of the Saint-Camille bog

1.8

“Le cœur nature de Sawyerville” project

35.2

Development and enhancement of the
Du Tremblay woodland – Phase II

15

TOTAL

59.2 *

Proponent

Nature Conservancy of Canada
Organisme de concertation pour l’eau
des bassins versants de la rivière Nicolet
Nature Eastern Townships

Nature-Action Québec

{Cellule vide.}

* Includes wetlands affected by the Rivière Sainte-Jacques floodplain project (0.2 ha) in the Rivers and Lakes class.
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Expected
Foundation’s
Total Cost ($) Contribution ($)
145,082

47,000

22,896

18,280

318,417

95,000

51,835

30,000

538,230

190,280

Planting, Grondines swamp

Northern pitcher plant, Saint-Camille bog

Grondines and Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade
swamp: protection, restoration
and education
The Grondines and Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade swamp extends
along seven kilometres of shoreline in the freshwater estuary
of the Fleuve Saint-Laurent (St. Lawrence River). One of the
last remaining expanses of treed swamp found along the
river, it contains a mature silver maple stand and is home to
several at-risk species, including Victorin’s water-hemlock,
Parker’s pipewort and other plants found in few other places
in the world.
Since 2008, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has been
working to protect this special natural environment that
stretches across dozens of private properties, including some
farms. Among other initiatives, the organization has acquired
37 hectares of land for conservation purposes. In 2016, the NCC
undertook to restore the unique ecological integrity of the
swamp on its property, which had been altered by farming. A
model restoration project on the NCC’s property will be made
accessible to the public, with a view to encouraging neighboring landowners to adopt similar practices. To return the
swamp to its natural state, the project includes reforestation
with native species and enhancements to improve connectivity between the property’s aquatic environments.

Enhancement of the Saint-Camille bog
Nestled within a farming area in the Estrie region, the SaintCamille bog spans 190 hectares near the village in the heart
of Saint-Camille township. This wetland acts as both a sponge
(water storage and release) and a kidney (contaminant filtration) for the Trois Lacs watershed. Since wetlands are rare in
the region, the Saint-Camille community wanted to enhance
the bog and raise awareness about it, with a view to promoting its long-term protection.
The project supported by the Foundation was carried out
by the Organisme de concertation pour l’eau des bassins
versants de la rivière Nicolet (COPERNIC). Active since 2002,
COPERNIC is dedicated to protecting and restoring local
aquatic environments and ensuring the sustainability of the
region’s water resources. To improve access to the site, better
protect the bog and allow a freer flow of water, boardwalks,
culverts and rest areas will be built. In addition, interpretation
panels will educate visitors and the owners of the properties on which the bog is located about the environmental
importance of this wetland.
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Wetlands

“Le cœur nature de Sawyerville” project
At the heart of the village of Sawyerville, upstream of a small
dam, the Rivière Eaton flows through a rich natural environment composed of marshes, ponds and swamps. Covering
nearly 48 hectares and almost entirely owned by the municipality, this site is home to a number of at-risk plant species,
including butternut and two-leaved toothwort.
The city of Cookshire-Eaton—with which Sawyerville merged
in 2002—has given Nature Eastern Townships (NET) a mandate to protect and enhance the municipal properties that
make up the site. In addition to being colonized by some
non-native invasive species, the area is being used for many
activities not compatible with conservation, such as ATV rides.
NET’s enhancements will include trails, sidewalks, an observation tower and platforms, culverts and a footbridge across the
river with a view to encouraging walkers to use the area and
enabling the public to fully appreciate its bounty. The Foundation’s contribution will also be invested in public education,
including the creation of a guide and interpretation panels for
the site and the organization of a number of events, such as
talks, guided birding walks and river tours.

Animal tracks, Sawyerville
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Development and enhancement
of the Du Tremblay woodland – Phase II

Cattail marsh, Sawyerville

Since 2007, Nature-Action Québec has been working to
protect and enhance the Du Tremblay woodland, a special haven of biodiversity that overlaps parts of Longueuil
and Boucherville. The woodland’s large area and high ecological value make it unique in the Montérégie region and
it is host to three special-status species:
shagbark hickory, Canada warbler and
western chorus frog (the largest population in Montérégie).
In the first phase of the project—also
funded by the Foundation—a forest trail
loop with a single entry point was built
to provide access to the woodland while
protecting the habitat of its star amphibian. However, an informal entrance at
the other end of the property continued
to be used. Thanks to this year’s funding
from the Foundation, a 180-metre trail of
crushed stone was laid out to make this
second entrance official and link the trail
to Rue J.-A.-Bombardier in Boucherville.
In addition, two new educational tools
will be made available to the public:
an interpretation panel and a brochure
about amphibians.

Building a trail, Du Tremblay woodland
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Awareness
and Education
Educational activity
at Boisés Miner, Granby

16

Project

Proponent

Control of boating practices on Lac Vert

Conseil régional de l’environnement
et du développement durable du
Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean

22,985

10,250

Enhancement and biodiversity preservation in Boisés Miner

Société zoologique de Granby

88,672

49,900

Enhancement of Pointe-Claire’s Terra-Cotta Natural Park
and awareness of its natural environments

Nature-Action Québec

165,099

93,000

TOTAL

{Cellule vide.}

276,756

153,150
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Expected
Foundation’s
Total Cost ($) Contribution ($)

Boisés Miner, Granby

Control of boating practices on Lac Vert
Located between lakes Saint-Jean and Kénogami, Hébertville’s Lac Vert has become a vacation hotspot. Since 1999,
the community has been endeavoring to prevent premature
aging of the lake caused by bank clearing, silt buildup in its
various tributaries and nonpoint source pollution.
The Conseil régional de l’environnement et du développement durable (C R E D D) du Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean aims
to educate the region’s stakeholders and encourage them
to address environmental issues. Continuing the work it
began in 1999, the organization is currently focusing on
the problem of bank erosion and its corollary, sediment
accumulation in the lake. Both of these issues have been
aggravated significantly by speed boating near the shore,
and C R E D D hopes to change harmful boating practices
and to educate users about how motorboats affect aquatic environments. Initiatives supported by funding from
the Foundation include the design of two information panels explaining the importance of responsible behavior, the
creation and strategic circulation of a code of conduct, and
the preparation of
a guide intended to
facilitate the introduction of sound
practices in other
lakes.

Municipal dock, Lac Vert, Hébertville

Enhancement and biodiversity
preservation in Boisés Miner
Owned by and located within the city of Granby, Boisés Miner
park is a 124-ha woodland. It harbors about 40 wetlands, a
hemlock stand and several at-risk species, including four-toed
salamander, ringneck snake and halberd-leaved tearthumb.
The site is awaiting designation as a nature reserve by the
Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement
et de la Lutte contre les changements climatiques.
In the past decade, residential growth in Granby has significantly encroached upon Boisés Miner. Daily visits to the
site by hundreds of residents have led to the formation
of a number of unofficial trails and gathering areas that
exert anthropogenic pressure on the woodland’s natural
environments.
To rectify the situation, the Société zoologique de Granby,
which focuses on awareness raising, tourism and nature
conservation, has launched an extensive campaign to educate Granby’s residents and mobilize their support. Thanks
to funding from the Foundation, the organization will be
able to control site use, design awareness-raising activities
and educate users about the fragility and ecological impor
tance of this woodland.

Enhancement of Pointe-Claire’s
Terra-Cotta Natural Park and awareness
of its natural environments
One of the few large natural green spaces on the island of
Montréal, Terra-Cotta Natural Park spans 39 hectares in the
heart of Pointe-Claire. It encompasses a variety of plant and
wildlife habitats, and is home to five at-risk species, including Dekay’s brown snake, butternut and shagbark hickory.
However, uncontrolled use of the site means that the plant
cover has been trampled, small animals and wetlands are
disturbed, non-native invasive plant species are spread and
soil has become compacted.
The city of Pointe-Claire hired Nature-Action Québec to
maintain and restore this exceptional urban forest. Designed
to improve the site’s protection, the initiatives supported
by the Foundation focused on reducing pressure on the
natural environment, preserving the park’s biodiversity,
enhancing the quality of wildlife habitats and educating
visitors about the site’s natural bounty in order to foster
more responsible behavior.

Terra-Cotta Natural Park, Pointe-Claire
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Review of
Operations

Access path, Îles-de-la-Madeleine

Since its inception in 2001, the Foundation has granted
$14.09 million in funding to 256 projects with an estimated total value of $46.29 million.
The framework for reviewing grant applications submitted to us has always reflected our desire to support initiatives that have substantial impacts on the
conservation of Québec’s natural heritage.
The tables below show the projects funded by the
Foundation in each project class since 2001, with the
area and type of environment.

Work at Terra-Cotta
Natural Park

Grant Distribution by Class
Project Categories

Number of
Projects
in 2016

Number of
Projects
since 2001

Amounts
Granted to
Partners ($) in
2016

Amounts Granted
to Partners ($)
since 2001

Lands and Forests

8

75

527,550

5,258,658

Rivers and Lakes

3

60

100,500

3,014,357

Wetlands

4

64

190,280

3,868,363

Awareness and Education

3

57

153,150

1,945,860

18

256

971,480

14,087,238

TOTAL

Protection, Restoration and Enhancement
of Lands and Forests

Protection, Restoration and Enhancement of Wetlands

Area of Lands and Forests Targeted by the Projects

Area of Wetlands Targeted by the Projects

Period

Area (ha)

Period

2016

1,239.30

2016

Total since 2001

10,966.76 *

* Some land and forest areas have benefited from several projects funded by the Foundation.
In these cases, the areas concerned have been included in the table only once.

Area (ha)
59.18

Total since 2001

9,072.50 *

* Some wetlands have benefited from several projects funded by the Foundation.
In these cases, the areas concerned have been included in the table only once.

Protection, Restoration and Enhancement
of Rivers and Lakes

Awareness and Education

Number of Rivers and Lakes Targeted by the Projects

Natural Environments Targeted by the Foundation’s Partners

Period

Period

2016
Total since 2001

Number
of Rivers

Number
of Lakes

Total Number
of Rivers
and Lakes

3

0

3

78

66

144 *

* Some rivers and lakes have benefited from several projects funded by the Foundation.
These cases have been included in the table only once.

2016
Total
since 2001

Number
of Projects *

Projects
Related
to Lands
and Forests

Projects
Related
to Rivers
and Lakes

Projects
Related
to
Wetlands

3

2

1

0

57

20

28

22

* A project may involve several types of environment.
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Protection of threatened and
vulnerable species or species likely
to be so designated
The biological diversity guidelines1 adopted by the Québec
government in 2013 are based on the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.2 These
government guidelines aim to achieve concrete results with
respect to the conservation and sustainable management
of biological diversity for present and future generations.

Ostrich fern

In 2016, 28 threatened, vulnerable or vulnerable-to-harvest
species and 28 species likely to be so designated, according to the classification in the Act respecting threatened or
vulnerable species,3 benefited from projects supported by
the Foundation.
Since 2001, the Foundation has contributed to the protection
of 63 of the 116 plant and animal species designated threatened or vulnerable under this Act (as at October 28, 2016).
In addition, from 2003 to 2005, the Foundation supported
a project to bring striped bass back to the Fleuve SaintLaurent (St. Lawrence River). This fish, extirpated in Québec
in the mid-1960s, was reintroduced using stocks from the
Miramichi River.

Peregrine falcon

Number of Threatened or Vulnerable
Species Targeted by Foundation-Funded
Projects since 2001 *
Extirpated community
Threatened or vulnerable species
Species likely to be designated
threatened or vulnerable

1
63
166

* Each species is counted only once although some have benefited from several
projects. Species status reflects the designation in effect when the project
involving it was accepted by the Foundation.

Planting, Grondines
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1. www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/orientations/orientations.pdf
[in French only]
2. Adopted in October 2010 at the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya
(Japan).
3. Act adopted by the Québec government in 1989.

Foundation’s Contribution to the Protection of Plant and Animal Species in 2016
SPECIES LIKELY TO BE DESIGNATED THREATENED
OR VULNERABLE

THREATENED OR VULNERABLE SPECIES

Plants
SPECIES

broom crowberry
Canada lily
Canada wild ginger
Gulf of St. Lawrence aster
large-flowered bellwort
northern maidenhair fern
ostrich fern
Parker’s pipewort
two-leaved toothwort
Van Brunt’s Jacob’s-ladder
Victorin’s water-hemlock
white trillium
wild leek

Plants
SPECIES STATUS

PARTNERS

SPECIES

t
vh
vh
t
vh
vh
vh
t
vh
t
t
vh
v

8
12
3, 12, 17
8
3, 17
3, 17
2, 17, 14
12
3, 14, 17
13
12
18
3, 17

butternut
Connecticut beggarticks
estuarine wildrice (Zizania aquatica var. brevis)
great St. John’s-wort
halberd-leaved tearthumb
large round-leaved orchid
reflexed rockcress
shagbark hickory
Shreve’s iris
Tuckerman’s quillwort
twin-stemmed bladderwort
woolly beach heather

Birds

Birds
SPECIES

anatum peregrine falcon
bald eagle
Barrow’s goldeneye
Caspian tern
golden eagle
harlequin duck
horned grebe
least bittern
piping plover
roseate tern
yellow rail

SPECIES
SPECIES STATUS

v
v
v
t
v
v
t
v
t
t
t

PARTNERS

4, 7
5, 7, 11, 12
4, 5, 11
4
7
11
4, 5, 8
9
4, 8
8
8

spring salamander
western chorus frog

SPECIES STATUS

v
v

PARTNERS

3
9, 15

Reptiles
SPECIES

northern map turtle

SPECIES STATUS

v

PARTNERS

9

Fish
SPECIES

bridle shiner

Canada warbler
chimney swift
common nighthawk
olive-sided flycatcher
rufa red knot
rusty blackbird
short-eared owl

SPECIES STATUS

t

NUMBER OF SPECIES: 28

4, 15
17
4
4
4, 8
4, 8
4, 8

Mammals
SPECIES

hoary bat
silver-haired bat

PARTNERS

SPECIES

Dekay’s brown snake
ringneck snake
smooth greensnake

PARTNERS

17
17, 18

Partners – 2016 Projects
Les Bergeronnes
TerraVie
Nature Conservancy of Canada (Sutton)
Conseil régional de l’environnement de la Côte-Nord
Centre d’expérimentation et de développement en forêt boréale
Thetford Mines
Nature Conservancy of Canada (Alfred-Kelly)
Attention FragÎles
Accès Fleuve/Comité ZIP Ville-Marie
Saint-Agapit
Conseil régional de l’environnement de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine
Nature Conservancy of Canada (Grondines)
Organisme de concertation pour l’eau des bassins versants de la rivière Nicolet
Nature Eastern Townships
Nature-Action Québec (Du Tremblay woodland)
Conseil régional de l’environnement et du développement durable
du Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean
Société zoologique de Granby
Nature-Action Québec (Terra-Cotta)

PARTNERS

18
7, 17
7

Amphibians
SPECIES

PARTNERS

four-toed salamander
northern dusky salamander
pickerel frog

17
3, 13, 17
7

9

Fish
SPECIES

American eel

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10		
11		
12		
13		
14		
15		
16		
		
17		
18		

PARTNERS

Reptiles

Amphibians
SPECIES

PARTNERS

7, 14, 17, 18
8
12
7
17
7
7
15, 18
12
12
8
8

PARTNERS

9, 11

NUMBER OF SPECIES: 28

Definitions
t = Threatened: species whose extirpation is feared.
v = Vulnerable: species whose survival is precarious, but for which extirpation
is not expected.
vh = Vulnerable to harvest: species subject to harvest pressure owing to its commercial value.
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Financial
Statements
Management’s report
The financial statements of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement as well as all information contained in this report fall under the responsibility of Management and are approved by
the Board of Directors. This responsibility involves choosing the appropriate accounting policies
that comply with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.
To fulfill its responsibilities, Management maintains a control system designed to provide reasonable assurance as to the protection of assets, the accounting of transactions and the reliability of
the financial statements.
The Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement acknowledges its responsibility in managing
its affairs in accordance with the governing legislation.
The financial statements of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement have been
audited by independent auditors K P M G L L P in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards in Canada. The auditors’ report discusses the nature and extent of this audit and
expresses their opinion.
/s/ Carlo Gagliardi
Executive Director
Montréal, Québec
March 28, 2017
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Independent Auditors’ Report
To the Directors of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour
l’environnement, which comprise the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2016, the
statements of operations, changes in net assets, and cash flows for the year then ended, and notes
comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements
in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such
internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material
misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on our judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud
or error. In making those risk assessments, we consider internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on
the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of the accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our audit opinion.

Opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position
of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement as at December 31, 2016, and its results of
operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting
standards for not-for-profit organizations.
/s/ K P M G L L P *

CPA auditor, CA public accountancy permit No.

Montréal, Canada
A129444
March 28, 2017

* CPA auditor, CA public accountancy permit No. A129444
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Statements of financial position
As at December 31, 2016 As at December 31, 2015

In Canadian dollars

Assets

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

Cash

659,860

1,344,234

27,058

20,875

352

634

687,270

1,365,743

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

15,810

15,356

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

Subject to internal restrictions
for environmental projects

1,193,780

940,248

Unrestricted

(522,320)

410,139

Total net assets

671,460

1,350,387

687,270

1,365,743

Contributions receivable from Hydro-Québec
Interest receivable
Total assets

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued
liabilities (note 3)

Net assets

Total
The attached notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

On behalf of the Board,
/s/ Stella Leney
President
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/s/ Armand Couture
Director

Statements of operations
Years ended December 31

2016

In Canadian dollars

Revenue

2015

{Cellule vide.}

Contributions from a special fund

{Cellule vide.}

62,183

1,068,272

6,001

5,334

—

400

68,184

1,074,006

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

{Cellule vide.}

Approved during the year

407,341

401,893

Approved during previous years

288,047

284,687

695,388

686,580

51,723

50,966

747,111

737,546

(678,927)

336,460

Interest income
Donation
Total revenue

Expenditure
Environmental projects

Total expenditure
General overhead and project management

Total
(Deficit) excess of revenue over expenditure
The attached notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

Statements of changes in net assets
Years ended December 31

Subject to internal
restrictions for
environmental
projects

Unrestricted

2016
Total

2015
Total

Balance, beginning of year

940,248

410,139

1,350,387

1,013,927

(Deficit) excess of revenue
over expenditure

(695,388)

16,461

(678,927)

336,460

Internal restrictions for
environmental projects
approved in 2016

971,480

(971,480)

—

—

Transfer to unrestricted net assets

(22,560)

22,560

—

—

1,193,780

(522,320)

671,460

1,350,387

In Canadian dollars

Balance, end of year
The attached notes are an integral part of the financial statements
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Statements of cash flows
Years ended December 31

2016

2015

(678,927)

336,460

282

243

(6,183)

14,122

454

(4,142)

Net change in cash

(684,374)

346,683

Cash, beginning of year

1,344,234

997,551

Cash, end of year

659,860

1,344,234

In Canadian dollars

Operating activities
(Deficit) excess of revenue over expenditure
Change in non-cash working capital items
Interest receivable
Contributions receivable from Hydro-Québec
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

The attached notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

Notes to financial statements
Years ended December 31, 2016 and 2015

The Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement (the “Foundation”) was constituted on
January 19, 2001, under Part III of the Québec Companies Act.
Its mission is to contribute to the long-term enhancement and protection of the environment; to
promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of fauna, flora and natural habitats; and
to support local needs for stewardship of the environment. As at December 31, 2016, its Board of
Directors is composed of five Hydro-Québec officers and five outside directors.
The Foundation is a non-profit organization that is exempt from taxes within the meaning of the
Income Tax Act.
1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations in Part III of the CPA Canada Handbook.
a)

REVENUE RECOGNITION

The Foundation uses the deferral method of accounting for contributions. Unrestricted
contributions and donations are recognized as revenue when they are received and as
receivables if the amount can be reasonably estimated and payment is reasonably assured.
Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the fiscal year in which the related
expenditures are incurred.
Revenue from the Hydro-Québec special fund consists of contributions from the fund and
interest paid on the fund. Interest income is recognized as it is earned.

26

ANNUAL REPORT 2016 – FONDATION HYDRO-QUÉBEC POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT

b)

EXPENDITURE RECOGNITION

Expenditures related to environmental projects are recorded when the expenditures are
incurred by the organizations and approved by the Foundation.
Overhead expenses are recorded as services are received.
c)

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

The Foundation measures financial assets and financial liabilities at fair value on initial recognition. It subsequently measures all financial assets and financial liabilities at amortized cost.
Financial assets and financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include cash, interest
receivable, contributions receivable from Hydro-Québec and accounts payable and accrued
liabilities.
Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for impairment if there is any evidence of a potential impairment loss. The amount of the decline in value is recognized in the
results as an impairment loss. A previously recognized loss can be reversed. Such reversal is
recognized in income in the year in which the reversal occurs.
d)

RESTRICTIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS

Environmental projects approved by the Board of Directors are restricted subject to the
signing of a grant agreement between the Foundation and the organizations.
2. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Interest rate risk
Cash bears interest at a variable rate; consequently, fluctuations in market interest rates will have
an impact on the Foundation’s interest income.

Credit risk
The Foundation’s cash is held by a financial institution with high-quality credit ratings. As a result,
the Foundation considers that this counterparty’s risk of non-performance is negligible.

Fair value
The carrying value of interest receivable, contributions receivable from Hydro-Québec and accounts
payable and accrued liabilities approximates their fair value due to their short-term maturities.
3. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

During the year, the Foundation received no contribution ($1 million in 2015) from the fund reserved
by Hydro-Québec. The total net asset of this fund is $7 million as at December 31, 2016 ($7 million in
2015). The interests generated by this fund during the year are reserved for the Foundation. A total
of $62,183 ($68,272 in 2015) of interest income was earned in 2016.
In addition, the Foundation incurred administrative overhead expenses from Hydro-Québec
totaling $28,210 ($23,862 in 2015), none of which is included in accounts payable and accrued
liabilities as at December 31, 2016 (nil in 2015). Services provided by the various administrative
units of Hydro-Québec for the benefit of the Foundation are billed on the basis of actual costs
under agreements between the Foundation and these units.
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Board of
Direc tors
2016

Stella Leney

Gilles Lemieux

President, Fondation Hydro-Québec
pour l’environnement
Vice-President – Corporate Affairs
and Secretary General
Hydro-Québec

Regional Director – Manicouagan
and Director – Production
Hydro-Québec Production

Michel Bérubé

Director

Manager – Environment
Hydro-Québec Innovation,
équipement et services partagés

Claude Grondin

André Besner

Louise Pelletier

Manager – Environmental Compliance
and Sustainable Development
Hydro-Québec

Armand Couture
Director

Chantal d’Auteuil
General Director – Association
des biologistes du Québec
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Director – Wildlife Initiatives
Fondation de la faune du Québec

Director

Myriam Truchon
Director – Regional Affairs
and Communities
Hydro-Québec

The photographs in this report are the sole property of the
organizations and professional photographers listed below,
or of the Fondation Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement.
None of these photographs may be reproduced without
the owner’s consent.
[Page 4] Monts Sutton: Jocelyne Trudeau. Rivière Saint-Jacques,
Brossard: Nathalie Beaulieu. Grondines swamp: Nature Conservancy
of Canada.
[Page 5] Planting, Grondines swamp: Catherine Drolet.
[Page 6] Monts Sutton: Martine Hamel.
[Page 7] Biodiversity trail in Les Bergeronnes: Gaétan Hovington. Réserve
naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet, Montcalm: Paul Casavant. Réserve naturelle
des Montagnes-Vertes: Martine Hamel.
Réserve naturelle du
Lac-du-Brochet, Montcalm

[Page 8] Pointe de Moisie: Marie-Michelle Morneau. Parc Saint-Alphonse,
Thetford Mines: Émilie Goulet.
[Page 9] Fleuve Saint-Laurent, Baie-Comeau: Centre d’expérimentation
et de développement en forêt boréale. Réserve naturelle Alfred-Kelly:
Nature Conservancy of Canada. Access path, Îles-de-la-Madeleine:
Frédéric Montigny for Attention FragÎles.

For more detailed information on the mission,
priorities and operations of the Fondation
Hydro-Québec pour l’environnement or
on the projects it supports, please visit:

www.hydroquebec.com/fondationenvironnement/en.
Any comments on this report or its content can be sent
to the Foundation at the address below:

[Page 10] Lac de l’Anse aux Crapauds, pointe au Maquereau,
Chandler: Conseil régional de l’environnement de la Gaspésie
et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine (CREGÎM).
[Page 11] Rivière Saint-Jacques: Nathalie Beaulieu.
Semipalmated plover, Pointe au Maquereau: CREGÎM. Trail, Saint-Agapit:
Patrice Boucher.
[Page 12] Aerial view of mudflats, Grondines: Claude Duchaîne.
[Page 13] Planting, Grondines swamp: Catherine Drolet. Northern pitcher
plant, Saint-Camille bog: Organisme de concertation pour l’eau des
bassins versants de la rivière Nicolet.
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[Page 14] Animal tracks, Sawyerville: Jessica Poulin for Nature Eastern
Townships.
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[Page 16] Educational activity at Boisés Miner in Granby: Société
zoologique de Granby.
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[Page 15] Cattail marsh, Sawyerville: Jean-Bastien Lambert.
Building a trail, Du Tremblay woodland: Martine Hamel.

[Page 17] Municipal dock, Lac Vert, Hébertville: Luc Chiasson.
Terra-Cotta Natural Park, Pointe-Claire: Nature-Action Québec (NAQ).
Boisés Miner, Granby: Michel Saint-Jean.
[Page 18] Access path, Îles-de-la-Madeleine: Frédéric Montigny
for Attention FragÎles.
[Page 19] Work at Terra-Cotta Natural Park, Pointe-Claire: NAQ.
[Page 20] Ostrich fern: Martine Hamel. Peregrine falcon, Réserve naturelle
Alfred-Kelly: Guy d’Anjou. Planting, Grondines: Denise Paquin for Courrier
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[Page 28] Réserve naturelle du Lac-du-Brochet, Montcalm: Paul Casavant.
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