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Biology

• Check for Rupert/Broadback cisco presence in the Nottaway 
by analyzing a sample of the cisco caught in the lower part 
of the Nottaway during the summer and fall of 2011.

• Determine whether the cisco in the Nottaway have biologi
cal characteristics (total length, weight, age, fecundity, etc.) 
that differ from the Rupert/Broadback cisco.  

Cree traditional knowledge

• Meet with Crees who use the lower Nottaway (from 
Kâcikâsikw rapids to the mouth) to collect their 
tradition al knowledge about cisco in this river.

• Find out from the Cree users how they distinguish 
between cisco from the Nottaway and those from the 
Rupert.

EASTMAIN–SARCELLE–RUPERT COMPLEX

In harmony with plants and wildlife

In July 2008, the participants in the workshop on Cree traditional knowledge about anadromous lake cisco noted that the Nottaway 
contained a cisco population that was different from the community in the Rupert and Broadback rivers. In 2009, genetic analyses 
support ed this information from Cree traditional knowledge. At the request of the Monitoring Committee, a supplementary study 
was carried out in 2011 to determine whether cisco from the Rupert/Broadback population travelled up the Nottaway. This study 
had two parts:
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In harmony with plants and wildlife

Cree traditional 
knowledge and biology: 
the same observations
The Crees interviewed in 2011 
said that the cisco caught 
at Kâcikâsikw rapids in the 
Nottaway are different from 
cisco caught at Smokey Hill 
in the Rupert. The Nottaway 
cisco are caught in early sum
mer, at the end of July and at 
the beginning of August. This 
fish has a green ish back, small 
eyes and large bones. It is also 
larger, its back shaped nar
rower and a bit darker, its eggs 
are smaller and its mouth and 
chin are also different. 

The biological study also 
confirmed that the Nottaway 
cisco population, especial
ly those caught at the end 
of July, have different char
acteristics from the Rupert/
Broadback cisco population. 
On average, the Nottaway spe
cimens were older and longer 
and weighed more than the 
Rupert/Broadback cisco. They 
were gen erally less mature, 
which could explain the small 
eggs that the Crees observed. 

One interesting fact is that 
both types of cisco were occa
sionally found in rivers other 
than the river with which 
they are linked. Note that the 
supplementary study in 2011 
revealed that the proportion 
of Rupert/Broadback cisco in 
the Nottaway remained very 
similar to what it was in 2008.

Two cisco populations: two different names
The Crees also have different names for the two types of cisco: Kâcikâsikumekw for the Nottaway 
cisco and Nûtamesânîw names for the Rupert/Broadback cisco. These terms refer to the location 
where the Crees usually catch them. Literally, they are Kâcikâsikw fish (name of the rapids at 
Nottaway KP 35) and Nûtamesânîw fish (name of the Smokey Hill rapids).

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Environmental Monitoring Program for the Eastmain–Sarcelle–Rupert Complex, visit the Web site www.hydloandfriends.com


