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UNDERSTANDING QUEBEC HYDROPOWER

Among the lowest greenhouse
gas emissions of all electricity
generation options

All forms of electricity generation emit greenhouse gases (GHG) over the course of their lifespan (construction, operation
and decommissioning). For Québec hydropower, GHG emissions are mainly carbon dioxide, and to a lesser extent, methane,
resulting from decaying vegetation in flooded land. Based on a life cycle analysis, net GHG emissions from Québec
hydropower are significantly lower than electricity generation from natural gas and coal, and on par with wind."2
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For more information on hydropower generation and greenhouse gas emissions, please consult our Web site:
https://www.hydroquebec.com/sustainable-development/specialized-documentation/ghg-reservoir.html
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