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Implementation Plan for Main Transmission System Element 
Identification Methodology 

First release: March 2022 | Latest update: May 2023 

This implementation plan is offered as a reference guide for entities that own or operate one or several RTP 

Facilities included in the Main Transmission System (RTP), and that are listed in the Register of Entities 

Subject to Reliability Standards (the “Register”).  

All terms with a capital letter in this implementation plan have their definition in the Glossary of Terms and 

Acronyms Used in Reliability Standards.  

Summary 

The flow chart below provides a summary of the implementation steps:  

 

1) The Régie issues a positive decision regarding the Coordinator’s application. 

2) On the first day of the second calendar quarter subsequent to the Régie’s decision, the new RTP 

definition becomes effective.  

3) Twelve (12) months following the effective date of the RTP definition, the Elements newly included 

in the RTP must be compliant with the Reliability Standards.  

4) The first self-declaration is completed in the month of June at least three months after the effective 

date of the RTP definition.  

5) Following the first self-declaration, a performance review is conducted in collaboration with the 

Registered Entities.   

6) The Register is updated annually on December 1 following completion of the first self-declaration 

by the Registered Entities.  

Prerequisite Approvals 

None.  

Effective dates 

The Main Transmission System (RTP) definition shall become effective on the first day of the second 

calendar quarter after the Régie de l’énergie has issued a positive decision regarding the application filed 

by the Coordinator with respect to the RTP definition. The proposed Register in connection with the 
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application must become effective at the same time as the new RTP definition.  

For Elements newly included in the RTP, the compliance obligations would begin:  

• On the first day of the first calendar quarter twelve (12) months after the applicable effective date 

of the RTP definition for all Reliability Standard requirements whose scope of application is the 

RTP; or 

• The timeframe may be extended beyond twelve (12) months for certain Reliability Standards or 

requirements if a Registered Entity determines that it needs more time to be fully compliant with 

the Reliability Standard(s) applicable to an Element or group of Elements newly identified as 

included in the RTP (when the new definition is applied). To obtain an extension, the Registered 

Entity must inform the Coordinator and then file an application with the Régie in that regard. The 

extension is subject to approval by the Régie.  

o A reasonable timeframe, as determined by the Coordinator to support an extension request 

adequately justified by the entity, could correspond to the initial implementation timeframe 

for the Reliability Standard in question. 

For Elements removed from the RTP when the new definition is applied, the compliance obligations would 

end: 

• Upon approval of the proposed Register following the application of the new RTP definition by the 

Régie. 

New RTP definition application steps 

The Coordinator proposes that Registered Entities apply their new RTP definition in four (4) steps. These 

steps may be applied to implement any changes to the Elements included in a Registered Entity’s RTP. 

They can be carried out between the date on which the Régie acknowledges the new RTP definition and 

the first annual self-declaration.   

1. Create a comprehensive list of RTP Facilities and Elements1. 

2. Perform a gap analysis between the current RTP definition and the new RTP definition. 

a. The gap analysis should identify: 

i. Any registration and/or certification changes that are required due to the Elements 

newly included in the RTP (e.g., new reliability functions assigned to a Registered 

Entity further to the application of the new RTP definition); and 

ii. Changes in compliance obligations for the Registered Entity, (e.g., the Reliability 

Standard requirements with which the Registered Entity must now be compliant 

due to the inclusion or exclusion of Elements in the RTP). 

3. Develop implementation plans for the Elements newly included in the RTP to ensure compliance 

with the applicable Reliability Standards. 

4. Complete the first annual self-declaration.  

RTP Element identification methods 

In accordance with the new RTP Element identification methodology and the new RTP definition, an 

Element can be categorized as included in or excluded from the RTP through one of three (3) methods:  

 

1 Entities may request assistance from the Coordinator to complete this step. 
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1. By applying the RTP definition, including the inclusions and exclusions.  

2. By obtaining approval from the Coordinator of the added or removed Elements via the RTP 

Exception procedure.   

3. By obtaining approval from the Régie that the Register has been updated to show the Elements 

added to or removed from the RTP, following a public consultation led by the Coordinator during 

which the Registered Entities had the opportunity to comment. 

Exception process 

The Coordinator will accept RTP Exception Requests as soon as the Régie acknowledges the updated 

RTP definition. 

First annual self-declaration 

The first annual RTP self-declaration will be filed in the month of June at least three (3) months following 

the effective date of the new RTP definition. 

Therefore, if the new RTP definition becomes effective by March 1, 2023, the first self-declaration is filed in 

June 2023. 

Performance review following the first self-declaration 

Once the first annual self-declaration is filed pursuant to a Régie decision on the Methodology, the 

Coordinator conducts a performance review of the Methodology. The performance review includes a public 

consultation period that provides Registered Entities with the opportunity to comment. The conclusions of 

the performance review may be presented to the Régie during the next annual Register update.  

Codifying data on effective dates 

The effective dates of the various documents comprising the Methodology are available in the version 

history section of these documents.  

As regards the Elements newly included in the Register, the Coordinator enters their effective dates in the 

Register in the “Specificities” column of Appendix B or Appendix C, as applicable.    

For more information 

Additional information concerning the application of the RTP definition is available in the reference 

documents on the Coordinator’s website at the following link: https://www.hydroquebec.com/reliability-

coordinator/documentation/main-transmission-system.html. 

For any questions or comments, please contact us by email at: fiabilite@hydroquebec.com. 

 

https://www.hydroquebec.com/reliability-coordinator/documentation/main-transmission-system.html
https://www.hydroquebec.com/reliability-coordinator/documentation/main-transmission-system.html
mailto:fiabilite@hydroquebec.com?subject=QC-2016-01%20-%20Méthodologie%20d'identification%20des%20éléments%20du%20RTP

